A World Democracy

following declaration made before a conference of men of
science from all parts of the world, under the presidency of
Sir Richard Gregory, strongly supported by the Ambassadors
of the United States, China and the U.S.S.R,, and Mr. H. G.
Wells, among others, and held in London only a few weeks
following the signing of the Atlantic Charter.

Intellectual freedom is an essential condition of pro-
gressive human development. Throughout the ages, indi-
vidual scientific workers have been forced to fight and to
suffer in order that life and intellect may be preserved from
the effects of unreasoning prejudice, stagnation and repres-
sion. To-day they feel compelled to proclaim their special
responsibility in the struggle against any subjection which
would lead to the betrayal of intellectual liberty.

The war now devastating our world involves an age-old
conflict of ideas. Liberal minds of the last generation were
convinced that the battle for independence of thought and
free expression of opinion was finally won; yet once again
this conviction is being violently assailed. The fight to
maintain it must perforce be resumed, for the danger of
losing the heritage of freedom seems graver than ever before.

During the past third of a century, changes in the con-
ditions of life have come about, more profound than any
in human history. Distance has been virtually abolished ;
cognizance of events has become simultaneous throughout
the world ; all men have become neighbours. Fresh dis-
coveries open up undreamed-of potentialities for good or for
evil, but their proper use demands correspondingly high
ethical standards.

While only a century ago the village was an almost self-
sftfficmg unit, to-day the world is our unit. To sucii a
disturbing change of outlook and obligations we are not yet
attuned, and we must readjust our way of living, for only
by the fullest and freest adaptation of ideas to new con-
ditions can this readjustment be achieved. Intense mental
effort and dear vision are now needed.
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